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WITH  AUTOGRAPHS  OF  HENRI  ESTIENNE  AND  THEODORE  BEZA 

LIBER  AMICORUM.  The  Liber  Amicorum  of  Georg  Riedesell  Baron  of  Eisenbach. 
Tubingen,  Jena,  Strassburg,  Marburg,  and  Geneva ,  1593-98.  Manuscript  on 
paper,  small  4to  (170  x  128  ram. ) ,  86  leaves ,  containing  46  signatures, 
each  accompanied  by  sententiae,  of  noted  humanists ,  theologians,  lawyers , 
physicians ,  and  poets .  Title-page  consisting  of  the  illuminated  Riedesell 
arms ,  flanked  by  a  scholar  and  a  soldier  painted  in  gouache  of  several 
colors;  scrollwork  bearing  elegiac  Latin  verses  above ,  signed  Jac:  M.N.C., 
and  ownership  below  of  the  brothers  Volpert,  Hermann,  and  Georg  Riedesell 
(the  first  two  cancelled) ,  dated  January  1593.  Original  blindtooled 
panelled  brown  morocco  with  fleur-de-lis  and  floral  corner-stamps  and 
central  arabesque  ornaments;  remains  of  green  silk  ties,  edges  gilt. 

An  extraordinary  sixteenth-century  autograph  aibum  of  the  greatest 
historical  interest,  in  which  are  recorded  the  hands  of  46  literary, 
political,  medical ,  and  scholarly  figures  of  the  Reformation  and  late 
Renaissance.  Outstanding  among  these  are  Theodore  Beza  (1519-1605)  , 
French  Reformer,  successor  of  Calvin  in  Geneva ,  Henri  Estienne  II  (1531- 
1598),  the  eminent  printer  and  humanist,  Michael  Maestlin  (1550-1631), 
professor  of  mathematics  at  Tiibingen,  who  secretly  taught  Johann  Kepler 
the  Copernican  system  and  maintained  a  life-long  friendship  with  his 
famous  pupil,  Jacob  Heerbrand  (1521-1600),  professor  of  theology  at 
Tiibingen,  studied  under  Luther  at  Wittenberg,  author  of  the  Compendium 
theologiae,  one  of  the  most  important  summaries  of  Lutheran  church 
doctrine,  and  of  many  other  important  treatises  (cf .  STC  German  386-87)  , 
Denys  Godefroy  (1549-1622)  ,  perhaps  the  greatest  jurist   of  the  sixteenth 
century,  whose  edition  of  the  Justinian  Code  remained  authoritative 
for  two  centuries  (see  Haag  V,  283-88)  ,  Otto  Melander  (1571-1640)  , 
editor  of  the  popular  collection  of  Jocoseria  (Goedeke  2,  129,  no.  33), 
Bernardus  Praetorius  (1567-1616) ,  poet  laureate  at  Heidelberg,  who  has 
inscribed  an  original  15-line  Latin  poem  in  hendecasyllabics ,  Jacques 
Lect  (1560-1611)  ,  famed  jurisconsult ,  scholar  and  poet  of  Geneva,  friend 
of  Beza ,  Martin  Crusius  (1526-1607),  famed  Hellenist  at  Tiibingen  (cf. 
Sandys  II,  270),  who  joins  a  lengthy  inscription  in  Greek  to  his  signature 
Stephan  Gerlach  (1546-1612)  ,  theologian,  chancellor  and  provost  at 
Tubingen,  nephew  of  the  infamous  Dr.  Faust,  et  al.  (complete  list  of 
entries  below) . 

The  album  was  assembled  by  three  brothers  of  a  noble  family,  Volpert, 
Hermann,  and  Georg  Riedesell  of  Eisenbach  while  they  studied  at  Tiibingen. 
Eventually  the  book  passed  into  the  hands  of  Georg  alone  who  continued 
to  collect  autographs  at  Jena,  Marburg ,  Strassburg,  and  Geneva.  Unlike 
the  common  practice  of  the  time ,  reflected  in  the  vast  majority  of 
extant  books  of  this  kind,  the  brothers  did  not  collect  the  names  of 
their  schoolmates ,  relatives ,  and  acquaintances ,  but  quite  deliberately 

sought  only  those  of  men  who  had  attained  intellectual  distinction.  They 
have  thus  preserved  for  us  a  unique  and  invaluable  historical  document 
consisting  of  the  handwritings  of  the  great  men  who  were  most  perfectly 
representative  of  their  age. 
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Each  autograph  is  followed  by  the  place  and  date  of  inscription 
and,  with  few  exceptions ,  the  position  held  by  the  signatory.  Each 
entry  also  contains  an  autograph  sententia,  usually  in  Latin,  with 
a  few  examples  in  Greek  also  (e.g.,  Henri  Estienne,  Martin  Crusius); 
the  entry  by  Georg  Weiganmeir,  the  Orientalist  of  Tiibingen,  contains 
examples  in  Hebrew,  Syriac ,  Arabic ,  Aethiopic,  and  Aramaic. 

1.  Johannes  Hoehman,  doctor  of  law  at  rector  at  Tubingen. 

2.  Jacob  Heerbrand  (1521-1600,  see  above) . 

3.  Stephan  Gerlach  (1546-1612,  see  above) . 

4.  Matthias  Hafenreffer  (1561-1619)  ,  Lutheran  theologian  at  Tiibingen, 
teacher  and  friend  of  Johann  Kepler. 

5.  Johannes  Georgius  Sigwart  (1554-1618),  theologian  and  rector  at 
Tiibingen. 

6.  Nicolaus  Varnbiiler  (or  Warnbiiler,  1519-1604),  professor  of  law  at 
Tiibingen. 

7.  Andreas  Laubmarius ,  professor  of  law  at  Tiibingen. 

8.  Matthias  Enzlin  (1556-1613),  professor  of  law  at  Tiibingen. 

9.  Johannes  Halbritter  (1560-1627),  professor  of  law  at  Tiibingen. 

10.  Johann  Harpprecht  (156,0,-1639),  professor  of  law  and  rector  at 
Tubingen. 

11.  Georg  Weiganmeir  (1555-1599),  Orientalist  at  Tiibingen. 

12.  Rodolphus  Goclenius  (1547-1628),  poet  and  professor  of  logic  at 
Marburg  (see  Oxford  Companion  to  German  Literature ,  287). 

13.  Andreas  Osiander  (1562-1617)  ,  orator  to  the  Duke  of  Wiirttemberg  and 
chancellor  at  Tiibingen. 

14.  Georg  Hamberger,  professor  of  medicine  at  Tiibingen. 

15.  Andreas  Planer  (1546-1606),  professor  of  medicine  at  Tiibingen, 
author  of  several  medical  treatises  (see  Durling  3673-79) . 

16.  Daniel  Mogling  (1546-1596),  professor  of  medicine  at  Tiibingen 

(see  Durling  3201-05) . 

17.  Georg  Liebler  (1524-1600),  professor  of  natural  philosophy  at 
Tiibingen  (see  Durling  2819). 

18.  Martin  Crusius  (1526-1607),  famed  Hellenist  (see  above) . 

19.  Georg  Burckhard  (1539-1607),  professor  and  librarian  at  Tiibingen. 

20.  Michael  Maestlin  (1550-1631),  the  great  teacher  of  Kepler  (see 
above) . 

21.  Johann  Stromer  (?),  professor  of  law  at  Jena. 

22.  Erhard  Cellius  (1546-1606) ,  professor  of  poetry  and  history  at 
Tiibingen,  author  of  the  Imagines  professorum  (see  STC  German  189). 

23.  Henri  Estienne  (1531-1598) ,  the  great  printer  and  humanist;  his 
sententia  is  given  both  in  Greek  and  Latin,  signed  and  dated  from 
Strassburg,  7  May  1593. 
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24.  Bernardus  Praetorius  (1567-1616),  poet  laureate  of  Heidelberg, 
who  has  inscribed  an  original  15-line  Latin  poem  in  hendecasyllabics 

(Goedeke  2,  113,  no.  188). 

25.  Melchior  Junius  (1545-1604),  professor  of  rhetoric  and  rector 
at  Strassburg  (see  M.U.  Chrisman,  Lay  Culture,  Learned  Culture: 
Books  and  Social  Change  in  Strasbourg,  250-53) . 

26.  Johannes  Pappus  (1549-1610),  Lutheran  theologian  at  Strassburg, 
engaged  in  a  famous  controversy  with  Johann  Sturm  (see  Chrisman, 
0£.  cit.  ,  25-26,  233-34,  237-41,  250-54). 

27.  Philipp  Marbach  (1550-1611),  Lutheran  theologian  at  Strassburg. 

28.  Georgius  Mylius  (Muller,  1548-1607),  professor  of  theology  at 
Wittenberg,  Tubingen,  and  Jena. 

29.  Hermann  Lersner  (1534-1613)  ,.  professor  of  law  and  vice-chancellor 
at  Marburg. 

30.  Georg  Obrecht  (1547-1612) ,  renowned  jurisconsult  at  Strassburg 

(see  Chrisman,  259). 

31.  Johannes  Winckelmann  (1551-1626)  ,  professor  of  theology  at  Marburg 

32.  Petrus  Nigidius ,  doctor  of  law  and  moral  philosophy  at  Marburg. 

33.  David  Magirus  (1565-1636),  professor  of  law  at  Tiibingen. 

34.  Nicolaus  Reusner  (1545-16Q2) ,  German  poet  and  jurist  (see  STC 
German  733-34) . 

35.  Liborius  Hofman  (died  1599),  professor  of  law  at  Jena. 

36.  Ambrosius  Reudenius  (1543-1615),  dean  of  the  faculty  of  theology 
at  Jena. 

37.  Jacob  Welsen  (died  1609),  professor  of  law  at  Jena. 

38.  Theodore  Beza     (1519-1605),  French  reformer,  successor  of 
Calvin.at  Geneva;  his  sententia  consists  of  a  five-line  quote 
from  Leo  the  Great. • 

39.  Jacques  Lect  (1560-1611),  jurisconsult , ' scholar  and  poet  of 
Geneva,  friend  of  Beza.  i 

40.  Hermann  Vulteirus-  ^1555-1634);  noted  jurist  at  Marburg. 

41.  Philipp  Matthaeus  (1554-1603)  ,  jurist  at  Marburg. 

42.  Denys  Godefroy  (1549-1622) ,  one  of  the  greatest  jurists  of  the 
sixteenth  century;  his  edition  of  the  Justinian  Code  remained 
the  definitive  text  for  two  centuries  (see  Sandys  II,  193-94, 
Haag  V,  283-88) . 

43.  Johann  Ludwig  Hawenreuter  (1548-1618) ,  professor  of  medicine 
at  Strassburg  (see  Durling  2260) . 

44.  Joannes  Ferinarius  (1534-1602),  professor  of  theology  at  Marburg , 
son-in-law  of  Caspar  Cruciger  (see  STC  German  301) . 

45.  Otto  Melander  (1571-1640),  poet  and  doctor  of  law,  editor  of  the 
popular  collection  of  Jocoseria  (Goedeke  2,  129,  no.  33). 

46.  Joannes  Paludius  of  Geneva ,  friend  of  Theodore  Beza. 


